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YOUTH ACTIVITIES PROGRAM

* Sponsoring and Working with Youth Groups
* Reading Buddies

 Patriotism Through Literacy

* lllustrating America

* R.A.P. Cards

* Youth Acts of Kindness Certificates

* Individual Patriotic Youth Awards

* Youth Groups Supporting Our Veterans
Citations

* Involving Youth in ALL Auxiliary Programs
* VFW Scout of the Year Program




Working with Youth Groups

* Adopt an outside youth group to
sponsor or assist this year (sports
teams, church and school groups,
4H, Scouts, Boys & Girls Clubs, etc.)

* Consider theatre groups, robotics/
STEM groups or academic challenge
teams — think outside the box.

* Host a Youth Group at a Post or
Auxiliary.

* Make sure to check with your Post
regarding insurance, sign all proper
waivers and keep parents in
attendance.



»

BE A READING BUDDY

Auxiliary members can help our youth become
better readers.

You can be a Reading Buddy by contacting leaders
in your local family readiness groups, schools,
libraries or after-school programs.

Have an Auxiliary Reading Buddy event at your
Post. (Make sure parents are in attendance due to
liability).

Use technology by reading with our children
through Zoom, Facetime or Facebook.

Use #auxreadingbuddy to promote your Auxiliary
Reading Buddies.




PATRIOTISM THROUGH LITERACY
Why is it important?

* Books teach youth about various
times in American history. They
promote empathy and expose kids
to experiences unlike their own.

|t fosters a love of books that leads
to a lifetime of learning.

* Gives us a chance to spend time
with kids in our community in new,
creative ways.

* Improves grammar, writing skills,
focus, concentration, imagination,
understanding of others, etc.
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PATRIOTISM THROUGH
LITERACY RECOMMENDED
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PATRIOTISM THROUGH
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lllustrating America

* The lllustrating America Contest is an
amazing way to get our youth involved
with patriotism and to introduce them to
the Young American Creative Patriotic Art
Contest and 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art
Contest Scholarships for high school
students.

* Make sure to follow all rules (matting rule
has changed) and deadlines.

 Make sure child’s name and information is
on the back of artwork.

 Make sure to use the MALTA Member
Resources tools.




ILLUSTRATING AMERICA

VFW Auxiliary National Art Contest
lllustrating America |
o ¥ 2025-2026 1

VFW Auxiiary National is pleased to present this national art contest to introduce,
encourage and recognize young artists with patriotism through art
Entries will be judged on patriotic themes and technique

-

VFW Auxlliary National Level Awards

Szades K3 Seades 2-3 Qeades 60
Fired place 3100 gt card First place’ $100 pit card Firnt place $100 pft oand
Becond place $50 g card Second ploon. $00 gt coard Second place: $50 g card
Thind place 3245 gt o | Third ploce 820 oM card | | Third place 524 oft cardd
Contost Eligibilsty

o Bludgaents do not have 10 be related to a VFW or VEW Auxlary member (o participate

o Students in graces K-8 by March 31 deadline who ae anrolled in & public, peivate. parochial or
home school program in the United Stales, its termtores and possessions, of dependents of
U.S. miltary of civillan parsonnel in overseas schooks

o Amhough U.S, cizenshp s not required, students must be lewlut U S parmanent residents or
have applied foc permanant resident (the application for which has not been dersed) and
Intends 10 becoera o LS. oftizen

Foreign exchange students, students aged 15 or older are not eligible

o Provious winnees of VEW Ausiliary Natonad Hllustrating Amenca Art Contests are not aligble
for the same grade division of which thay e a pr f i winnar. M . the
students ray ontar the subsequent grade divison

Contest Rules

Entry must be completed duning the curent school year

Entry must be two demensional,

Entry must be on Canvas or paper

Canvas entries must be submitted on & strelcher frame or canvas board

Paper anties must be reinforced with heasvy paper

Do not frame art with wood. metal, plastic or glass

Mats may be used, Incuding mounted and Boating mats.

Entrias may not be smaller than 410" and not larger than 18°x247 including mat
Acrytc, chalk, crayon, ink, markar, pastel, pen, pencl. tempera, warterookor, glitter or other
modia may be used,

If the Amencan Flag is used. It does not need confom o the Federal Flag Code in relaton
10 colors, numbens of stars and sinpes and other pertnent rules of the code

Coloring ahoets, digtal art and photography aa not P

Completed typed or printed legile entry form ncluding parent andior guardian sgnatures
o Students’ name. age and grade level must be printed on back of st entry.

VIW Ausilinry Matonal reserves the fght to modity ese rudes srd shgibility witheut notice

Jwme 2003 Page 1 ol 2
O —— . — . — . — - — . — - — —

I

e

VFW Auxiliary National Art Contest }
llustrating America |
Contest Entry Form 2025-2026 »

Plaane prot or type Incomplete and/cr Saglie entry forms will deguaily the sntrant
Student Name Age
:smm B R <
Tithe of aniry
Moda used
¥ paentGuardian Name
- Addreas Cay Sate g

“ParentGuardian Sgnature Date

| heruty grae® parmmisason 10¢ (he artwork of (e sludent Ssted sbove tn be published 1 Bw VEW Ausibary
Nations! Magazine. wetinte and socksl madia and o be uaed for any and all promotionsl purposes by ihe VFW
Ausiary Nusionsl onganaton VEW Aualbery i not responstse for entres which are st (et Segie,
-y ] Woler. of reproduced AJ scones A inad as reconved from the uopes Al
contestants must agroa 10 At Dy Ihe content rues Fainifying adommation on the arfry form or ary wolason
of Mete nims shall cause mmediale Sequanfcaton ang forfetre of e swerd

Participating/Sponsaring VFW Auxiliary contact information
Contact Nara Cormtact Phore

Contact et Auathacy No

T avoid ertront Sequalifeationn Tua sac bin m 1o Da Vet complaiesy Iy VEW Ausiany al sach s wew
VEN Ausbory Natione Fuadpiw s orty mcesn Dupardimmn! wew fesd gl o a e seres

| L » " YPW A ¥ Name & Mo Oept.ot

§ March 31 S0u0net antnos Su (0 PaDOuEtrgIooras g VW Austury Ul pigeg

B Aered WW Auniliry venficatun sgratiee Ouw

Atenrd w o pga®, of T st eu] et be Lol ey 1) e S Pess feted sheve ot 0 B L) e teal e

Apnit (Optional) ¥ rat Clace siiveer Pum sach purmicpateg soomsceng VF W Auaiary VFW Aty S o VW Aubary
' Actorged VW Ausitury Dt seeficaton ugnatss Uars

At st & Pe prrpaty F Se Cuded Bl S B Lt ey ) P e s Sees betnd s £ o ateareg b e cmal e
AP 15 First place wrver SOM salh partiopenng sponaomng VW Austury o eptensl VI'W Ausliary Doarv ! jopng
T ) e VE W Ausbary Oopryment e padgey

' Aorzed W Ausilary Departmass serheaton syratve = — Loe

B Arasrt & Pe prpety of Te s0ileil Su) sl be Whoteil erabandy Wi 1o BEoes beinl Ehens ? ted SRty ki e redl S
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ILLUSTRATING AMERICA
NATIONAL AWARDS o 1 WISCONSIN AWARDS

Grades K-2 Grades K-2
1st Place: $100 1st Place: $75
2nd Place: S50 2nd Place: S50
3rd Place: $25 3rd Place: $25

Grades 3-5 Grades 3-5
1st Place: $100 1st Place: $75
2nd Place: S50 2nd Place: S50
3rd Place: $25 3rd Place: $25

Grades 6-8 Grades 6-8
1st Place: $100 1st Place: $75
2nd Place: S50 2nd Place: S50
3rd Place: $25 3rd Place: $25




ILLUSTRATING AMERICA PATRIOTIC ART CONTEST
1st Place National Winners 2023-2024
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THANK YOU

RECOGNIZE AND THANK YOUTH WITH. ..

»  Random Act of Patriotism (R.A.P.) Cards
Youth Acts of Kindness Certificates

Individual Patriotic Youth Awards

YV V V

Youth Groups Supporting Our Veterans Citations
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Random Acts of Patriotism Cards
Available in MALTA Member Resources
Distribute to youth caught in the act of Patriotism

Thank you
for your
Random Act of
Patriotism !
(R.A.P.)

TR
) LA~

Thank you for your
Random Act of Patriotism!
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BRSPSy YOUTH ACTS OF

__© | KINDNESS CERTIFICATES

Presents the

Uit L o Kl Corttlicalt 7
(Seweltr _Alela af. INindness Cerlificale e

* Youth Acts of Kindness

Certificates are available in
MALTA Member Resources.

TphVT‘deF/?vlvy Xy x * Distribute to youth who
volunteer in nursing homes
and help in schools, and to
student leaders who make
a difference in their
communities.
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
AUXILIARY

PRESENTID TO

VETERANS OF FOREIGN W,
AUXILIARY

Patriotic Youth Awa

PRESENTID TO

for your exernplary display of patriotism
Your actions and deeds are appreciated and comme

by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Au,

PATRIOTIC YOUTH

AWARDS

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
AUXILIARY
....................... @ cesesssnnsssnnsnssnnene

Patriotic Youth Award

PRESENTID TO

for your exemplary display of patriotism
Your actions and deeds are appreciated and commended
by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Auxiliary.

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 0
<\ ,

’
AUXILIARY FPRESIDENT 9 DATE




Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States Auxiliary

FROM SEA
TO

YOUTH -
SHINING Youth G
G RO U PS x Supporfc)i:; OL::)\L;gterans

SUPPORTING
OUR

VETERANS 5

CITATIONS , eﬁa%ﬁwvﬁ
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v “ | In recognition and appreciation of your

support for our veterans and their families
2025-2026
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National President National Secretary




INVOLVE YOUTH IN ALL
AUXILIARY PROGRAMS

Teach Youth about Auxiliary
efforts to:

* Respect and take pride in
our country

* Serve hospitalized veterans

 Elect leaders who appreciate
our military

* Pass legislation that secures
benefits for our veterans

* And many more!




VFW Scout of the Year
Program

The VFW Scout of the Year
Program recognizes members
of the Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts for their standout
citizenship, patriotism and
love of country.

Y/ \ W



This year’s National Award for Auxiliaries is

for the most creative and/or unique activity
and/or event of the VFW Auxiliary working

with a youth group.

* Entry forms are found on MALTA in the
2025-2026 National Program Book under
Youth Activities.

* National citation and $25 to one Auxiliary
in each of the 10 Program Divisions.

* Entry forms are due to WI Youth Activities
Chairman by March 31, 2026.

* Giveitatry!

CREATIVE




WI YOUTH ACTIVITIES AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES

1. Outstanding Recognition of Youth with “Youth Groups Supporting Our
Veterans” Citations, Individual “Patriotic Youth Awards”, “Random Act

of Patriotism (R.A.P.) Cards”, and “Youth Acts of Kindness Certificates
—$5.00

2. Outstanding Participation in the “lllustrating America” Art Contest
- $5.00

3. Outstanding Participation in the “Patriotism through Literacy” Program
- $5.00

4. Outstanding “Reading Buddy” Activity or Event — $5.00



Scan this QR code and it
will take you to the
Youth Activities Program
information on the
Auxiliary website.
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Like Seashells, we are beautiful
ana unigque with a story to tell.

Shannon Stanley
stanleyshannon98@gmail.com
.. 419-961-7900



mailto:stanleyshannon98@gmail.com

